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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on Thursday, May 

4, 2017 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main 

Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order 

at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

  

 Commissioners:  William Camp, Jeff Crown, Christopher Borowy, Greg Ali, 

James Sullivan & Walter Grover      

   

 Alternates: Lisa Jannson & Carolyn Futtner 

  

 A quorum was determined. 

  

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

 The Chair welcomed the two new alternates, Lisa Jannson and Carolyn 

Futtner to the Commission. 

   

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes – Regular meeting of April 6, 2017  

  

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   Mr. 

Grover seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

  

5. Reports from Public, Press and ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

 

6. Inland Wetland / Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 

 A. Information/Action- IW #1259:  Application of Mario Riccitelli 

seeking to install a stone retaining wall along a pond edge to provide usable 

yard area as well as address a safety concern.  Property located at 29-31 

Mark Drive. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee reported on the changes on the new plan from the older 

one.  It was the addition of a wall.  The area that was initially to be 

protected will still be protected and sodded up front eliminating erosion.  
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The wall is for a safety concern as well as an aesthetic concern for a usable 

front yard. 

 

 The limits of encroachment were the same on both plans.  There is a 

small grouping of trees between the water line and the proposed wall which I 

would like to see protected.  I’ll look at that on site.  I’ll be out there 

quite a bit.  He still needs the zoning permit to build and during 

construction I’ll keep my eye on it. 

 

 Other than that, all the plantings are shown as on the original so we’d 

have to adhere to that, as well. 

 Discussion. 

 

 We thought it was enough of a change within the upland review area that 

we’d come back since the wall itself is a structure. 

 

 Mr. Riccitelli stated he wanted to put a big rock by the edge of the 

pond because the erosion, that’s where it goes.  I want to show no erosion 

going inside the lake.  Stabilize.   

 Discussion. 

 

 I can run the water and the sewer through there, too.   

 

 No foundation under the wall.  Just a big rock, slope it and fill it 

in.  It’s a rock wall. Maybe four feet wide, added Mr. Riccitelli.    

 Discussion. 

 

 Mr. Riccitelli said it might take two days to build the wall. 

 

 Silt fence and hay bales will be put in along with straw bales. 

 

 Mr. Borowy stated given the previously disturbed nature of the land and 

having a permit previously issued, with the proviso of having continued staff 

oversight of the work as it goes on, I move we approve IW #1259.   Mr. Ali 

seconded.  Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

  

  

 B. Information/Action – FF #252:  Application of Milldale Holdings 

LLC for proposed 255 s.f. addition to an existing 2.790 sf facility.  

Property located at 1132 Old turnpike road. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee introduced the application.  They are proposing a flow 

through by addition to the existing carwash.  It is roughly parallel to the 

flow of Ten Mile River if it were to be in a flood stage. 

  

 Explanation of where the bay will be put using he aerial map. 
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 Mr. Borowy confirmed it will be constructed on the side of construction 

that is already between it and the river.    

 

 Comments from engineering have not yet been received. 

 

 The addition is 15 by 17.  It is in the shadow.   The area is already 

pavement to begin with.  The quandary would be if you would require 

mitigation for such a small amount of floodplain disturbance, even though it 

is paved already. 

 

 The walls themselves are a change to the floodplain.  There is a flow 

through bay for the southerly bay with the option to close it during the 

winter. 

 

 For mitigation suggestion, Mr. Lavallee said it could be off site or 

try to do something more towards the channel which you really wouldn’t want 

to do. 

 

 The Chair said they are trying to improve the business and it doesn’t 

seem like there is a significant environmental impact to the floodplain.  Or 

a capacity impact.  She would be okay with sending a favorable recommendation 

to the planning board. 

 

 Mr. Borowy said for the record we would expect to see continued 

chemical management at the site as they would with their soap and cleaners 

and containment and recirculation of the dirty and soapy water so there will 

be no potential contamination to the wetlands or the river.    

 

 Mr. Lavallee pointed out that BMPs for the materials they have would be 

on the labels.  

 

 This is also on for administrative approval for planning and zoning and 

any engineering comments would be addressed at that time.   Beyond your 

recommendation, the PZC would have their own conditions on it. 

 

 The Chair noted they are drawing from a well right now for their water. 

 

 The Chair said she was still okay with sending a favorable 

recommendation to the planning board.  Mr. Borowy so moved the motion.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

  

 

 C. Information/Action –FF #253: Application of Denise Rivera 

seeking to perform activities within the floodplain to add a vestibule, deck 

and sidewalk in front of the building.  Property located at 447 North Main 

Street. 
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 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, represented the owner/applicant, 

Denise Rivera.  She purchased this building two and a half years ago and 

moved her two dance studios into this facility.  The desire is to add a 

vestibule to the front corner of the building and an outside deck.  If you 

are familiar with the site, there is a rip rapped area where we are proposing 

to put the patio (indicated).  The vestibule is right next to it with a 

concrete step to allow patrons to exit the building and go on to the patio 

for go out to the sidewalk and street, if need be. 

 

 There is a watercourse that runs under the building.  It comes to the 

back of the parking lot, runs under the building and daylights again and goes 

through a culvert under Route 10 and exits out towards Curtiss Street. 

 

 The entire site is in a flood zone at elevation 152.  Everything here, 

including the building, is within the flood zone. 

 

 We come before you to request a very small amount of floodplain 

filling.  We have 2.7 cubic yards.  That consists of the piers that hold up 

the deck, this little sidewalk area and a small frost wall under the 

vestibule. 

 

 There is not a ton of room on site to do mitigation.  We are proposing 

some grassy areas with the removal of pavement for runoff purposes.  We don’t 

have an area we can actually lower to compensate for this improvement --- a 

very negligible amount.  This is 2.7 cubic yards. 

 

 The ramp for the handicapped accessibility was noted and discussed. 

 

 All around the front of the building and along the channel it is all 

rip rap.  There used to be a fountain at this location and it doesn’t pond 

water unless it floods, but they would pump water from the river and run the 

fountain but the applicant hasn’t done that. 

 

 This is one step in the direction of making this more productive for 

her from the studio’s perspective. 

 

 We did receive a few comments from engineering and there isn’t anything 

there that isn’t addressable.  We have no issues with those comments.  We 

will revise the plan to address the comments. 

 

 There is a time line on this.  Unfortunately, we told Denise she had to 

get a variance first and we did the initial plan and got the variance.  She 

then applied for the building permit and we failed to inform her the next 

step was site plan and floodplain filling.  She was ready to go last month. 

 

 We’d like to move as soon as possible, but if you feel you want to go 

out and look at it, we will.  I would ask if we do look at it we do it before 

the next planning and zoning meeting. 
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 Mr. Lavallee advised there is an offsite area on the Primus open space 

property that was designed for situation like this where you get credit if 

you excavate.  One project previous to this over excavated an area so we 

could look into giving them credit for that. 

 Discussion. 

 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table.  Mr. Borowy seconded.  Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 Special meeting on site for May 11, 2017 at 5:00 pm. 

 

  

 

7. Communications 

 

 A. Reports from Public, press and Ex-Officio members regarding items 

other than those scheduled for action. 

 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

 

 B. Touch-a-Truck seedling give away – Saturday, may 20th from 10am to 

2 pm at the Southington Drive-In property 

 

 Mr. Grover volunteered to take over this task.  He may seek help from 

someone he has in mind. 

  

 (Chuckles) 

 

 Mr. Lavallee has the seedlings tonight he will turn over.  Just keep 

them wet and cool.  They are Douglas fir and Apple Blue Spruce this year. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished business / Miscellaneous 

 

 Mr. Lavallee said he is keeping an eye on subdivisions with the rain 

coming.  We’ve asked them to put some additional erosion controls in. 

 

 Open space, we discussed some signage we want to add to the open spaces 

with the conservation commission role to let people know where everything is.  

He stated he did a talk with a council member at the garden club about open 

space and it was well attended.  It was the Orchard Valley Garden Club.  

They’ll probably ask us to do a couple of more talks. 

  

 As for potential violations in town, Mr. Lavallee stated it was mostly 

he telling them to pay attention and it doesn’t rise to the enforcement order 

stage.  The word is out not to do things they shouldn’t do. 
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9. Adjournment 

 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Sullivan seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 o’clock, p.m.) 


